
Decision Making in Feline Ureterolithiasis: 
Diagnosis

Clinical Signs: 
Lethargy / Anorexia / Vomiting / Abdominal Pain

Bloods:
azotaemia (variable magnitude) 

hyperkalemia
anaemia

Imaging Options:
plain radiography
ultrasonography

Ultrasonongraphy Findings:
renal pelvis distension (>7mm highly suggestive of 

obstruction)
+/- nephrotic contralateral kidney

proximal ureteral distension
retroperitoneal fluid

nephroliths/ureteroliths

Radiography Findings:
renomegaly
nephroliths
ureteroliths

Medical management:
intravenous fluid therapy

correct electrolyte disturbances
analgesia (avoid NSAIDs)

prazocin
NOT APPROPRIATE AS THE SOLE TREATMENT 

OPTION IN CASES OF COMPLETE OBSTRUCTION 
(particularly if anuria/hyperkalemia/significant 

metabolic acidosis)
(success rate <20% )

Surgery: 
ureterotomy

stent placement 
subcutaneous ureteral bypass

ureteronephrectomy


